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   REUNION 2012 

 

 By this time, If you have checked into the OCS Alumni Association Website (www.  
ocsalumni.org) on a regular basis, you will have seen the lodging information and the activities itin-
erary for the 12th Biennial Reunion taking place at Fort Benning/Columbus, GA, April 25 (Early Reg-
istration) to April 29, 2012 (Departure Date).  We have already received word that this promises to 
be the best reunion the Association has ever had. 
 This reunion is also shaping up to be the most well attended reunion in the Associationôs 25 
year history.  We are estimating at least 450 attendees.  This is possible because of two factors; 1) 
The Engineer OCS Alumni Association joined up with the OCS Alumni Association this year and will 
be meeting with us for the first time.  It has been several years since they have met together as a 
group.  2)  We have opened up the format of the reunion to provide time for class mini-reunions.  
For example, OCS Class 4-62 will be here to celebrate their 50th Anniversary of graduating from 
OCS.  A large contingent from OCS Class 1-66 will be here and other classes are planning mini-
reunions within the National Reunion activity. 
 

GOLFING - FISHING -TOURING 
 
 An extra day has been added to the reunion to accommodate added activities and provide 

additional time for Class Mini-reunions to plan activities.  Early regis-
tration (optional) is available on Wednesday April 25 so that reunion 
attendees can participate in our 1st Annual Golf Tournament at the 
Follow Me Golf Course, Ft. Benning, GA on Thursday morning, April 
26, 2012.  Wednesday evening is dinner on your own.  Houlihanôs 
Restaurant is at the DoubleTree for your enjoyment.  Within walking 
distance are a dozen eating establishments if your prefer.  Your mini 
reunion may want to make arrangements for dinner with the hotel or 

a local restaurant to accommodate your class members. 
 
      On Thursday there is a lot of activity going on.  Regular registration is taking place at the Reun-
ion Headquarters at the DoubleTree Hotel, for those attendees who choose not to arrive in Colum-
bus a  day early.  
     In addition to the Golf Tournament on Thursday, there will be a fishing tournament if there is 
enough interest.  Some of the mini-reunions are planning their own activities on that day in lieu of or 
in addition to the golf and fishing activities.  Also available on Thursday, April 25th is an opportunity 
to take a local bus tour of some unique locations in the Columbus area (to include lunch). The Co-
lumbus Visitorôs Bureau put the tour together and will provide a guide .  Some of the spouses of 
those who participate in golfing or fishing, might like to fill their day with this activity at a very reason-
able cost.  On Thursday evening there will be a reception buffet that will knock your socks off! 
  

BIG DAY AT BENNING  
 

 Friday, April 27th is going to be a spectacular day   (Reunion 2012 continued on Page 3)  

Front Cover - Great events are planned for USAOCSAA at our 12th Biennial National Reunion.  Starting at top 
left corner and clockwise:  1) You donôt have to be a Pro to participate in 1st Annual Golf Tournament.  2) Rang-
ers just dropping in during Ranger demonstration.  3) Ka -boom!  The Armor Center is now at Ft. Benning.  Weôll 
see Armor Display.  4)  Visit the old OCS Battalion area.  Pull -ups and Pushups not required to get in. 5)  You 
can visit the new extraordinary National Infantry Museum.  6)  Rangers just hanging around at Ranger Demon-
stration.   Plus more!  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT 

CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS:         

OFFICERS: 
LTC (Ret) Alvin (Al) W. Cartwright,   9 -56    President  
president@ocsalumni.org 
LTC (Ret) Earle L. Denton, 12 -52   V.P. (Administration)  
vpadmin@ocsalumni.org 
COL (Ret) DeLloyd (De) Voorhees Jr., 34 -69 V.P. (Opns) 
vpopns@ocsalumni.org 
LTC (Ret) Martin M. Reyna, 13 -70, Treasurer  
treasurer@ocsalumni.org 
Secretary - Vacant  
secretary@ocsalumni.org    

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
MS. Kathy Malaney,            
army@ocsalumni.org 

 
.  

DIRECTORS: 
COL (Ret) Dorn Backman 44 -67,  
backman@ocsalumni.org 
MR. John W. Bowles  
bowles@ocsalumni.org 
LTC (Ret) Edgar (Ed) Burroughs  10 -70 
burroughs@ocsalumni.org 
COL (Ret) Mayo (Biff) Hadden III  
hadden@ocsalumni.org 
DR.  Milton M. McPherson, 16 -52 
mcpherson@ocsalumni.org 
CPT (Ret) Alfred J. Paul III,   1 -66 
paul@ocsalumni.org 
LTC (Ret) Julio C. Campos,   
campos@ocsalumni.org 
CPT (Ret) Raymond L. (Skip) Strickland   6 -90 
strickland@ocsalumni.org 
COL (Ret) Francis C. (Chick) Vossen, 2 -57 
vossen@ocsalumni.org 

(Reunion 2012 - Continued From Page 2)  at Ft. Benning.  This historic Army military base is now called 
the Maneuver Center of Excellence.  The new name is the result of moving the Armored Center and 
School from Ft. Knox, KY and joining the Infantry Center and School.  New facilities have been built 
to house the Armored Center and its resources and there is extensive remodeling of the older facili-
ties is taking place on main post.  You will be impressed with the level of activity going on at this old 
historic Army base. 
 After bus pickup at the hotel(s) our alumni will enjoy an armored display at the new Armored 
Center and will observe a special Airborne Ranger Demonstration.  Lunch will be served at the new 
National Infantry Museum.  In the afternoon attendees will have three options:  1)Stay at the mu-
seum and visit the galleries and displays.  Also, the I-MAX theatre will have a special presentation 
on their huge screen of Mel Gibsonôs ñWe Were Soldiersò, if you choose to view it. Part of the $10 
per person cost will be returned  to USAOCSAA as a fund raiser.  2)  You may choose to go to the 
Officer Candidate School Battalion area, where you will receive a briefing, tour the barracks, Nett 
Hall and the OCS Hall of Fame, or; 3)  If your ñtuckered outò from the activities of the morning, you 
may choose to return to the hotel(s), with maybe a PX stop in route.  That evening be prepared for 
an outstandingô, lip smackinô, BBQ Buffet. 

SUPER SATURDAY 
 

 Awake on Saturday morning with high expectations.  By the way, a Breakfast Buffet is in-
cluded in our Group Rate.  Iôm talking about a full breakfast each day of your stay!  Weôll start the 
day with a General Membership meeting.  The meeting will be just long enough for you to meet the 
Officers and Board of Directors and ask any questions you might have regarding our Associationôs 
progress and purpose.  Weôll catch you up on ongoing projects and tend to any business we might 
have.  This will be a great opportunity for our new Engineer element to become familiar with their 
National OCS Group.  The rest of the morning and afternoon is available for mini-reunion group ac-
tivities with lunch on your own. 
 Also available Saturday for your enjoyment is two bus tours.  One travelling to Andersonville 
and POW Museum (lunch included).  The other to Warm Springs, GA to tour FDRôs Little White 
House, Lunch at the Bullock House and shopping in downtown Warm Springs.  Both trips depart the 
hotel(s) at 0900 and return at 1500 hrs.  Cost is reasonable and include bus fare based on 50 pas-
sengers in a bus.                                                                             (Reunion 2012 continued on page 5}  
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES 

We thank you for your generous and kind gifts in support of the OCS Alumni Association.  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

NEW MEMBERS 1 YR 

BRUCE ALLES, 1LT, CLASS 5A 

JOHN BELL II, CPT, CLASS 44(AMA) 

HENRY CLODFELTER, 1LT, CLASS 7-65 

ROGER FIELD, CPT (RET), CLASS B-103 

JOHN FULLER, CLASS 11-66 

DAVID JOHNSON, CPT, CLASS 4-66 

MICHAEL KELLY 

MICHAEL OHL, ENG. OCS 

THOMAS WOOTEN, CPT (RET) 

NEW MEMBERS 3 YR 
BARRY ADAMS, COL (RET), CLASS 4-66 

ALAN BOWLSBY, MAJ (RET) ENG. OCS CLASS 31F 

WILLIAM CRISS, JR., LTC (RET), CLASS 2-69 

HARRY GRAFF, CPT, CLASS 514-D 

ROY MOGGLE, CPT, CLASS 524/68 

GRANT WALLAR, CPT 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
CLEVELAND ASHLEY, MAJ (RET) CLASS 57-67 

RON BROWNING, LTC (RET), CLASS 39-67 

KENNETH DILLINGHAM, 1LT, CLASS 28-67 

GEORGE DOUGLAS, COL (RET), CLASS 1955 

GARY EARLS, LTC (RET), CLASS 64-67 

MARTIN HEUER, LTC (RET), CLASS 71A 

THOMAS R. HLAVAC, LTC (RET), CLASS 2-73 

RICHARD HOWE, COL (RET), CLASS 2-77 

KURT F. INGOLD, CLASS 3-00 

RONALD JONES, MAJ (RET), CLASS 14-55 

JOHN LEVANGER, COL (RET), ENG. CLASS 75 

DANNY LEIFEL, CPT, CLASS 8-67 

LARRY LIMER, MAJ (RET) CLASS 1-66 

JIM MARR, LTC (RET), CLASS 4-70 

DONALD NAU, 1LT, CLASS 520-68 

HAROLD NOBLES, LTC (RET), CLASS 29-67 

FRANK R. NORWOOD, MAJ (RET), CLASS 6-63 

JOHN PESTOVITCH, LTC (RET), CLASS 3-87 

TOMMY R. PEVEY, MAJ (RET), CLASS 1-66 

HANY PIETRO, 2LT, CLASS 301-10 

DANIEL REIMER, 1LT, CLASS 29-69 

CLARK SANDO, MAJ (RET), CLASS 1-66 

WINSLOW A. STETSON, LTC (RET), CLASS 1-66 

JAMES (JIM) STONE 

HARRY VAN DYKE, MAJ (RET), CLASS 523-68 

GREGORY WAJTKUN, LTC (RET), ENG. CLASS 18  

SIMEON WOOD, CPT (RET), ENG. CLASS 66-54 

GERHARD WRIESKE, MR., CLASS 1-66 

FLOYD D. WRIGHT, COL (RET), ENG. CLASS 6-62 

 

 
 

A SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO LTC BEST, CSM SEVERINO,  

CHAPLAIN HILL ANDTHE OCS BN 

STAFF 

AND 

THE COMPANY COMMANDERS, OFFICERS AND 
NON COMMISSIONED OFFICERS CADRE, AND 

THE CANDIDATES OF:  

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS CO. 

ALPHA COMPANY 

BRAVO COMPANY  

CHARLIE COMPANY 

DELTA COMPANY  

ECHO COMPANY 
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND DONA-

TIONS TO ñYOUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Dr. Milton McPherson, OCS Historian 
and author of ñThe Ninety Day Wonderò, 
encourages you to purchase the OCS His-
tory as a part of developing operating funds 
for your Association.  The entire purchase 
price, less a modest printing cost, goes to 
the Alumni Association.  You can be a part 
of fulfilling our purpose of serving our 

Alumni membership and the young men and women who 
will carry on the OCS tradition into the future.  

 DONATIONS FOR 90 DAY WONDERS BOOK  

PHILLIP ANDREWS 
FRANK BARBER 
THOMAS BEDIENT 
JAMES BLACKBURN 
WILLIAM BROWN 
GEORGE CASSIDY 
JOHN D. CHMILIR 
RAY CLARK 
PAUL CULLINANE, JR 
KENNETH E. DILLINGHAM 
JAMES ELROD 
RON ENGELBRECHT 
JOSEPH FARIAS 
J. S. FARR 
HELGA GRAHAM 
DONALD  HAGNER 
FRANK HAILE, JR. 
DONALD G. HALL 

THOMAS R. HLAVAC 
JAMES HOLLAND 
KURT F. INGOLD 
S. JACOBS 
MAURICE JONES 
CPT CURTIS LAIRD 
ORRIN B. MACMURRAY 
CHARLES MACVEAGH 
R. MARTIN 
DANIELLE MATTHEWS 
SYLVESTER MERRITT 
MICHAEL OHL 
RICHARD SAXE 
GERALD SAYLOR 
JAMES SPURRIER 
BEN G. THIEL 
WIKERSHAM 
H. WILEY WILLIAMS III 
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 90 DAY WONDERS BOOK DONATIONS (CONTINUED) 
 
Class 007-11 sends a special thanks to Dr. Milton McPher-
son, Author for personalizing each book. 
 
DONATIONS TO GENERAL FUND  
THOMAS N. BEDIENT 
WILLIAM BROWN , CLASS 2-57 
GEORGE CASSIDY 
KENNETH DILLINGHAM, CLASS 28-67 
WILLIAM HUSSONG, JR., CLASS 3-64 
GARY JACKSON 
DR. MILTON MCPHERSON 
JUDY RICHARDS 
GERALD B. SAYLOR 
DONATIONS TO SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

WILLIAM BROWN, CLASS 2-57 

DONATION TO TASK FORCE 350 WILLIAM BROWN, 
CLASS 2-57 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brand new 2LT Ian Hartig, Class 013 -11 is awarded the 
Distinguished Leadership and COL Robert B. Nett 
Award (One of the Awards USAOCSAA presents to 
each class).  

 

(Reunion  2012 continued from page 3)    If it appears that there may be less than 50 for each tour, we 
would go for a smaller bus at an adjusted price.  The rest of the day after the membership meeting 
will be open for participating in your mini-reunion group activities.  Be sure to be back in time to pre-
pare for the grand Military Formal Dine-in Saturday night at the New National Infantry Museum 
(NIM).  Itôs a command performance.   Weôre asking all attending the reunion to show up for this gala 
affair.  The guys will get a chance to wear those dress blues or mess jackets still hanging in the 
closet (If they still fit), or Tuxedo or that old standby Dark Suit.  The ladies will show off their formals, 
cocktail dresses, or appropriate wear.  The ladies know more about            (Concluded on Page 10)  

3rd Bn (OCS), 11th Infantry Regiment Changes Command  
 Outgoing Commander LTC Dean Bushnell passes the Unit Colors of the OCS Battalion over to the 
new incoming Commander, LTC John Best on June 8, 2011.  It was a well executed ceremony with bugle 
commands and all.  The Candidates said goodbye to LTC Bushnell, an OCS Graduate himself, as he de-
parted for his next assignment as Deputy Commander of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 
Ft. Carson Colorado.  LTC John Best, a West Point Graduate, assumed command of the Officer Candidate 
School and congratulated LTC Bushnell for his success as a Commander of the OC Battalion..  During Bush-
nellôs tenure as Commander, 6,000 young men and women came through OCS.  LTC Bushnell was an out-
standing supporter of the U.S. Army OCS Alumni Association and will be missed.  hooooaapp!! 
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The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below.  . 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT KYLE PEATFIELD 
       The Distinguished Leadership  and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient  is 2LT MARY KOLARS 
       The Distinguished High Academic Award recipient is 2LT JOHN SUPER 
       The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is  2LT MARY KOLARS 
       The Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT BRADLEY RAGER 
         

 Class 008 -11 graduated June 16, 2011     Awards funded by OCS Alumni Association (USAOCSAA)  

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 008 - 11 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 007 - 11 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below. 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT MICHAEL HOEMKE  

 The Distinguished Leadership and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient is 2LT KYLE ANDERSON 
 The  Distinguished High Academic Award recipient: is 2LT KYLE ANDERSON 
 The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT  KIMBERLY WRIGHT  
 The  Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT JONATHAN PICKENS  

         
Class 007 -11 graduated May 26, 2011  Awards funded by OCS Alumni Association (USAOCSAA)  

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 009 - 11 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below.  . 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT JOSEPH F. ADAMS 
       The Distinguished Leadership  and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient  is 2LT JONATHAN H. GARMAN 
       The Distinguished High Academic Award recipient is 2LT STEVEN C. MILLER 
       The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT KIMBERLY R. LEYVA 
       The Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT JOHNATHAN H. GARMAN 
        

 Class 009 -11 graduated July 7, 2011 Awards funded by OCS Alumni Association (USAOCSAA)  

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 010 - 11 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 006 - 11 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below. 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT BRIAN TRUELSON 

 The Distinguished Leadership and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient is 2LT JASON MORRIS 
 The  Distinguished High Academic Award recipient: is 2LT PATRICK SICA 
 The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT SCARLETT SCHNEPPAT 
 The  Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT RAHUL SINGH 
 

Class 006 -11 graduated May 5, 2011      Awards funded by Science Applications International Corp  

The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below.  . 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT ANDREW D. HEAP  
       The Distinguished Leadership  and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient  is 2LT WALLACE L. EKLUND 
       The Distinguished High Academic Award recipient is 2LT COLIN F. BRADY 
       The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT PAULA GIRARD 
       The Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT JOHN D. VANTILBURG 
        

 Class 010 -11 graduated July 28, 2011   Awards funded by OCS Alumni Association (USAOCSAA)  
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The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below. 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT LUKE LEWIS 

 The Distinguished Leadership and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient is 2LT BRYAN VON DOHLEN 
 The  Distinguished High Academic Award recipient: is 2LT ALA JAMAL 
 The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT AMANDA LASARGE 
 The  Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT JUHYUNG KIM 
 

Class 011 -11 graduated August 18, 2011      Awards funded by OCS Alumni Association (USAOCSAA)  

  

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 09 -56 
      Thank you OCS Class 09-56 for following through with your commitment to sponsor the awards  
to the graduating OCS classes in September of each year.  Since committing in April 2008 this class 
has contributed  $1,893 to pay for the awards of Classes 502-08; 12-09; 12-10; 13-10, 12-11 and 
Class 13-11, to honor class mates who are KIA, MIA or passed away since graduation 55 years 
ago. Additionally, Class 09-56 has sent the USAOCSAA Offices $1,260 to sponsor the awards for 
the next several classes that graduate in September. This Memorial Fund honors: 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 011 - 11 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 012 - 11 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below. 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT DANIEL YANES 

 The Distinguished Leadership and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient is 2LT DANIEL YANES 
 The  Distinguished High Academic Award recipient: is 2LT JOEL BREE 
 The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT  SHANNON MCKINNEY  
 The  Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT DUKE NGUYEN  

         
Class 012 -11 graduated September 8, 2011                                     Awards funded by OCS Class 09 -56 

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS 013 - 11 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate Schools Alumni Association sponsors the five graduation awards below.  . 
       The Distinguished Military Graduate and Jess Walls Award recipient is 2LT JAMES FORD 
       The Distinguished Leadership  and COL Robert B. Nett Leadership Award recipient  is 2LT IAN HARTIG 
       The Distinguished High Academic Award recipient is 2LT MAXWELL SCOTT 
       The Distinguished Female Physical Fitness Graduate is  2LT LISA BENZ 
       The Distinguished Male Physical Fitness Graduate is 2LT JOEL NOLAND 
         

 Class 013 -11 graduated September 29, 2011       Awards funded  by OCS Class 09 -56 

 Keith C. Anderson  Paul Grimsley  Wilbur Owens  

Stanley Calvert  Robert G. Grotefend  Vern Pike  

Carl Carroll  Wallace B. Honeycutt  Eddie R. Sandifer Jr.  

Earnest L. Cherry Jr.  John W. Johnson  Clinton C. Smith  

Milton Craddock  Arthur D. Kiernan  Rudolph A. Valenzi  

Aldine Cromer  Leon A. Kowalski  Richard Waite  

Mike Frankwitz  Leigh B. Lint Jr.  Charles A. Ward Jr.  

Wilbur Greene  Donald J. Miller  Roger W. Whitley Jr.  



      THE OCS ALUMNI BRIEFER     PAGE 8 

 

 Time starts acting strange when you get up into the age group of some of us 
guys in this Association.  On the one hand, when you want time to slow down to al-
low ample planning time for major events in the life of your Association, it jumps on 
a skateboard, like a hyperactive teenager and ð Whhhuuusssshh!!ð starts 
screaming down the time line.  On the other hand, when you want time to speed up, 
such as the time you have to wait for that final transportation bid, it becomes like an 

antique plowshare being pulled by a slow old Georgia mule.  It doesnôt matter if you say ñgeeò, ñhawò 
or ñgiddy-upò, it seems heôs going to take his own sweet time.  The only Whhhuuussshhh!! you hear 
is the old mule passing gas.   

SEVEN MONTHS OUT THIS WEEK 
 This  week marks seven months out from the 2012 12th Biennial Reunion in Columbus/Ft. 
Benning.  On pages 11, 12, 13 and 14, you will find detailed information on the lodging, the itinerary 
of activities, and tour packages.  Page 14 is the page for registration and price sheet.  If the page is 
still blank that means the final transportation bids have not arrived by publishing time.  In that event 
the registration form will be sent out immediately by blast mail (mass email) upon receipt.  The regis-
tration Form will also be inserted into our website www. ocsalumni.org under reunions.  
 Additionally, this OCS Briefer will be sent to all those who have given us their email address. 
We want to maximize those who receive the Briefer.  There will be two more briefers published be-
fore the reunion, so updated information will be included in those issues. You can help us out in 
disseminating this information.  If your classmates are not members of USAOCSAA they may 
not have an email address in our database.  Please forward the email blasts to them so they 
can have the information.  In addition to our website having the Briefers available, we want to  
email copies to our members, so your email address is necessary to having rapid communi-
cations with our members.  Especially when we got reunion information to get out.  
   Updates of reunion information will be sent as needed.  Getting this information to you is our 
top priority.  As soon as that is accomplished you will hear a loud ñWhhhuuussshhh!!!  No thatôs not 
me passing gas, itôs me breathing a big sigh of relief. 

COMMO GLITCH !  
 While life elsewhere acts like itôs on a skateboard, technology in Columbus, GA seems to be 
behind the proverbial mule.  Several months ago the communications company that provides the 
Association with internet services, indicated that their equipment could automatically divert emails 
sent to our .com domain to our .org domain and that it would be more efficient.  We gave the go 
ahead and understood that to have been completed several days later.  Our Executive Director had 
placed an out of office memo for a week (her first vacation since she came on board) on both .com 
and .org.  We found out several weeks later that the ñconversionò our commo company had in-
stalled, did not ñtakeò.  Instead, it was sending back the ñaway from officeò message to members try-
ing to contact USAOCSAA.  After discovering this and some good olô fashion yelling and screaming, 
we were assured it had been corrected.  We checked it out and it seems to be working OK now.   
So if you have been receiving these messages in reply to your emails please try again. 

 When emailing the Association office (just to be safe) I would recommend 
using the army@ocsalumni.org address instead of the .com.  

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Al Cartwright, LTC (Retired)  

Accessing the Online Membership Data Base on www.ocsalumni.org  
 
USERID = Your E-Mail Address   EXAMPLE:  
PASSWORD = your member number   USER ID = joesmith@aol.com 

      PASSWORD = 1234 
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LTC JOHN A. BEST  
BATTALION COMMANDER  

3RD BATTALION  (OCS)  
 LTC Best assumed command of the Officer Candidate Battalion 
in June of this year.  Best  is a graduate of the United States Military 
Academy and was commissioned as an Infantry 2LT in 1993.   
 His previous assignment was as the G3 Chief of Plans at the 
Joint Multinational Training Command in Grafenwoehr, Germany, re-
sponsible for planning, coordinating. and resourcing training support to 
both USAREUR and NATO forces.   
 He has had command and operations experience at various lev-
els through Battalion and Brigade with the 101 Airborne Division, 1st 
Cav Division, and the 172d Infantry Brigade Combat Team.  He was a 

Transition Team Chief for a Tank Battalion of the 9th Iraqi Division.  LTC Best was deployed on 
Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) in 2006 -07; 2007-08; and 2008-09. 
 His awards and decorations include the BSM w/V device; BSM w/2 OLC; MSM w/Silver 
Leaf; ACM; Army Achievement Medal w/OLC, various service medals associated with his service 
and deployments overseas.  These are topped off by CIB, EIB, Ranger Tab, and the Airborne and 
Air Assault Wings. 
 LTC Best is married to the former AlisalaThompson, from Tampa, FL and they have to sons: 
Joshua (17) and Jacob (13). 
 Welcome aboard Sir!  The OCS Alumni Association looks forward to serving with you  as we 
serve the men and women who were, and those who are about to become the best officers in the 
U.S. Army.  

CSM BRIAN T. SEVERINO 
COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR  

3RD BATTALION (OCS)  
      CSM Severino is Infantry True and Blue.  He has served in every 
enlisted leadership position from team leader to Command Sergeant Major.  
So, when he talks to Senior Officer Candidates in each OCS Class, who 
have just selected Infantry Branch at their Branching Ceremony, they listen! 
      His experience has primarily been with Airborne and Ranger outfits, be-
ginning as a team leader, Scout Team Leader, and Squad Leader  with the 1
-508 PIR in Panama. He has served as a Ranger Instructor at Ft. Benning.  
His Platoon Sergeant and 1SGT assignments were with the 2 & 3-504 PIR;s 
of the 82d Abn Div at Ft. Bragg, N.C.  Other assignments included CSM 1st 
Battalion, 505 PIR.  His military schooling include all the Leadership courses for EM including the 
Sergeant Major Academy.  He attended Ranger School, Airborne School, Jumpmaster School, Air 
Assault School and the Total Army Instructor Course. 
      CSM Severinoôs military awards include, BSM w/2OLC, MSM w/1OLC, Joint Service Commen-
dation Medal, ACM w/2OLC, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal w/4OLC, 
GCM (7 Awards), and numerous service and Campaign medals associated with the War on Terror 
and his five deployments to combat areas.  Other badges he has include Ranger Tab, Master Para-
chute Badge w/Bronze Service Star, Air Assault Badge, German and Canadian Parachute Badges, 
EIB and of course the Combat Infantry Badge. 
     Welcome aboard CSM Severino.  It is easy to see that The Best Battalion in the U.S. Army has 
the Best Command Sergeant Major in the Army.  In other words we have the Best for the Best for 
LTC Best.  How can you lose with a combination like that?  



(Reunion 2012 Continued From Page 5)      this dressing up thing 
then us guys. The evening will be filled with Army traditions, 
good fellowship, toasting, and a special guest speaker.  As in 
the past we will be inviting candidates, currently in training, to 
participate in the program and dinner. 
 In the past we have had a current candidate at each ta-
ble.  Many members have enjoyed their conversations with 
these young men and women.  Part of the meal cost pays for 
our guestôs meals.  Many attendees have said that  was a great 
way to connect generations of OCS  Candidates.  Part of the 
program is to introduce the oldest Alumni attending the reunion 

and the youngest candidate.  Last reunion matched a 92 year gentlemen (OCS Class 3, 1941)  and 
the youngest , who was a young lady (22 years old) who was going to graduate as a 2LT the follow-
ing week after the reunion.  The two represented seven decades of OCS history and tradition. 
 The evening festivities end at 2130 and we return to the hotel(s) for a good nights sleep, be-
fore returning home. 

 

HOSPITALITY 
During  the four days of reunion the Hospitality Room(s) will be opened at published times for your 
enjoyment.  You can sit and chat (tell war stories) with classmates or even with someone you donôt 
know.  They also will be stocked with your favorite beverages and snacks.  
 

THATôS A WRAP! 

 There it is!  Four days of fun, food, fellowship and fibbing (well maybe enhanced war stories 
and OCS experiences).  There are lots of activities, yet time set aside for your OCS Class attendees 
to gather together for your own activities and programs.  We will make all possible effort to designate 
tables at meals so that you can congregate and chew.  You need to let the Executive Director know 
if your class is planning to have a mini-reunion within the big reunion.  She will be able to give you 
some contacts that might be able to help you plan class activities.  It is a great opportunity for you to 
re-establish contact with friends who walked the walk you walked at OCS (actually it was at double-
time).  
 On page 11 of this OCS Briefer you will find the Lodging information for Reunion 2012.  It has 
been previously sent to you on a mass email.  On page 12 is the updated proposed itinerary for the 
events of the reunion.  It has been updated from the one that was previously emailed to you.  The 
final with specific times etc will be in the Welcome Bag you receive at registration.  On page 13 we 
have added the OCS Alumni Reunion 2012 Tour Options.  This page will also be emailed to you and 
be added to our website under the Reunion tab.  Page 14 is the Registration Form for the reunion 
with costs, preferences and deadlines.  Please register as soon as you can so we can firm up trans-
portation and meal needs. 
 

SEE YOU AT REUNION 2012 
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